
As we welcome the month of May, we invite you to continue

championing the goals of the Yellow Ribbon Project (YRP), an

initiative focused on fostering second chances and supporting the

reintegration of ex-offenders into society. Since the start of 2025, many schools have worked with us to host

school assembly talks, organise visits to the Singapore Prison

Service (SPS) Heritage Gallery, encourage student-led initiatives,

and participate in the Yellow Ribbon Art Competition 2025, which

concludes this month.
We deeply appreciate your contributions to the YRP efforts,

inspiring empathy and inclusivity within your students. Your support

plays a vital role in shaping a compassionate generation, and we

look forward to continuing this meaningful journey with you.

WWW.YELLOWRIBBON.GOV.SG
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Ms Wang Yean Sung
ADJUNCT LECTURER, SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTANCY (SMU)

To Adjunct Lecturer Ms Wang Yean Sung, giving second chances is
not just about charity — they are about recognising potential and
shared humanity. Ms Wang believes Singapore’s highly competitive
nature can make society less forgiving, but sees promise in the
government’s efforts to uplift and support ex-offenders. “If we
leave people behind, what’s the point of being in front?” she
reflected.

Her most memorable moment from the school outreach
engagement was Mr Fairizal’s personal story of struggle. She
believes that her students in their youth are at a vulnerable stage
where the right message can make a lasting difference — not
through fear, but through hope and purpose. “Gangs offer a sense
of belonging. But so can opportunity, mentorship and care,” she
said. Yean Sung urges more adults, retirees, and companies to step
up. “There does not have to be grand gestures, just small,
meaningful acts,” Yean Sung said. “We don’t always know how to
give back, but it starts with caring. Everyone deserves a fair shot.”

Tan Ye Kai, Dexter
STUDENT @ SMU

For student Tan Ye Kai, Dexter, the sharing session proved to
be an eye-opening experience. Listening to Mr Fairizal’s
powerful personal account, he gained a deeper understanding
of the emotional and psychological barriers ex-offenders
continue to face after release.

Dexter was struck by how stigma forces ex-offenders to
invest substantial effort in regaining trust—often at the cost of
opportunities to demonstrate their true abilities. “If we show a
bit more empathy, it really can go a long way in helping ex-
offenders reintegrate,” Dexter reflected. “Greater societal
acceptance could lower recidivism and create a healthier
community.”

His view of YRP was once limited to its partnerships with
organisations such as Ninja Van and 18 Chefs. However, the
engagement broadened his perspective, reinforcing the idea
that everyone has a role in shifting societal perceptions—
whether through active involvement in outreach, encouraging
peers to participate in future discussions, or offering a simple
gesture of kindness to someone who may feel excluded.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR SCHOOL SHARINGS IN 2025!



https://www.go.gov.sg/yrce

